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ku Impressions is one of a series of pieces composed for the
Hawaii Music Project to introduce band students to principles of music
in non-Western cultures. This work, in particular,is an attempt +o
tapture the opirt and essence of Japanese Gogaku, the oldest
surviving music of Topan dating back to as early as 703 A-D. .
Qﬁ_gm,gmmis original but melodic, harmonic and rhythmic
elementy are somewhat influenced by res ective elements in Gagaku and
the torm (Into.-ARBCAB- Closing Gection) is clogely patterned after

the form of Etenraku, a well - known Gagaku piece (Intro.-AABBCCAA
BB - (losing Section). In addition, three 5pecfal quah’ﬁes essential +o Cragaku
ond perhaps to Eagtern aesthetics in general are explored: 1) slow, Himeless”
ond non-gool directed movement - achieved through minimized Contrust of
melodic or thematic materiol as well as a very glow tempo. 2)%elastic”

oF breath rhythm, resem bling “notural™ breathing - achieved through
retardation o? tempo every four measures (see” instructions ). 3) 5"mPh'u'+g
Hhrgugh economy ‘of musical materals. Despite the presence of these
Eastern influences, however, qualities of Western music still remain, one
of the more obvious ones being the use of the massive Western band,

a definite ontrast to the Gma?ler more intimate Gugaku ensemble.
Rnother qualify is harmenic movement, a contrast o the relatively more

static harmony in Gogaku. Gagaku ImEre%ions"rhen,ehould be’ viewed as
an inferoction between Eastern ond Western music if not ot least an
attempt to explore €astern aesthetics in a Western sething. 0K
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Notution and pecial Instructions

) =—— = nofe with duration subject +o the length of the
line; used in 5i’ruaﬁon%) where “proportiong)”
notation (space =time) applies.

2) = qradual acceleration of notes (percussion )s
LLLM rgmumber of notes approximahe (rFr)\%re or )
less permitted) .

%) ——> = gradual retardation within the span of the
arrows (ca. 2 beats) resembling “ breath "

rhythm . and atretching of beot.

‘) Because of the simplicity and slow tempo in this work,
there may be a fendency”to “move things along” or
opeed up “the tempo. Thys should be qudrded against
in order to maintain the feeling of ‘elasticity’ and
naturalness. In other words, ong should ‘savor™ ih -

dividual moments as Jrhe9 occur rather thap be overlg
tonterned obout goals, high points, efc. in the work.

5) Tn melodic roles, oboes ohould be heard clearlg to simulafe
a hasal sound quality 6o characteristic of the hichiriki,
0 Tapanese wind ingtrument in the (‘ragaku orchestra.

6) Drums should alsp be heard clearly —not ‘merely an
accompaniment " Drum potterns are very imporfunt i

Gagaksu.
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